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The Perception
(by FMC monitoring its fishing vessel positions)



The “reality”

That vessels are routinely “dark”, and other FMCs are blind
Not Good



VMS position report from US fishing vessel authorized to 
fish on the high seas in the WCPFC Convention Area

(a “long and winding road”)

FFAUS FMC

US F/V



The Reality
(of monitoring at FMCs)

In the absence of additional data, it is currently not 
evident to the relevant coastal flag State authorities 
(in this case, US Coast Guard and NOAA Office of 
Law Enforcement) whether these vessels are reliably 
reporting to their own FMC, are manual reporting to 
WCPFC, or may be non-compliant with WCPFC rules



The “reality”

That vessels are routinely “dark”, and other FMCs are blind
Not Good
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QUESTIONS?
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